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Iby INFORMA T I ON » 


The White House 


W A S H t NC TON 


Wednesday, February 14, 1968 
^0 7:00 p.m. be 'cO'jl fu 

Mr. President: 

Herewith a British account of 
U Thant's conversation with Mai Van Bo 
in Paris. 

It adds up to exactly what Mai Van 
Bo has told everyone else; that is, 
they will not accept the "assumption" 
of the San Antonio formula. They are 
merely prepared to talk for a cessation 
of bombing while maintaining complete 
freedom of action for themselves. 
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addressed to Washington tel no 1 G 09 c? 14 February repeated for 
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iJ5?r;?i TO UKMJS HEW YORK C FOR LORD CARAOOIO AND SAVING TO PARIS 


CrCR AMBASSADORS* 

HY TEL NO 1574CNOT 70 ALLD 
FCLLCalf® FROM PRIVATE SECRETARY* 


/ I 

LHo*\ T&i, frl*'£cu 4^4-^ 


VIETNAM. 

THE FOREIGN SECRETARY UGULD LIKE YOU TO PASS OR THE REPORT IN PARIS 

- --—-— /r^ “ .. - 

TELEGRAM NO 15y AS SOON AS TOSSIB^JTOJ^jygt* 

2* IN DOING SO YOU SHOULD EXPLAIN T H AT HR ERGON NAS ASKED YOU . TQ 

PASS Ti-33S ON IN CASE HP. RUSK HAS NOT HAD THE REPORT THROUGH 

HIS 0 m SOURCES. PLEASE ADD THAT IT SEEMS TO HR BROUN THAT THE ONLY 

ANSWER GIVEN TO U THANT WAS THAT IN PARA 5» AND THIS HE FEAR S NAY 

r-T--i it r - *— 

REPRESENT HANOI’S REAL .POSITION... 
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•j.'J^i<ESZZD TO FO TEL NO •a 150 OF 14 FEBRUARY REP YD FOR INFriN TO 

oki-iis new York cfor lord caracoio and Washington cfor ambassadors 

FOLLOW 1 NO FOR PRIVATE SECRETARY. 

YOUR TELEGRAM NO. 524. 

VIETNAM. 

U THANT RECEIVED HE AT 15*00 CPARIS TINES RE SAID.T HAT HE 
HAD HAD_A LONQ TA LK U .ITHJIAJ_ VAN BO THIS HO RNING A ND THAT HE 
WOULD BE SEEING THE GENERAL AT 16.00 AND CGUVE LATER^THIS 
EVENING. 

2. U THANT SAID THAT Trig FIRS? QUESTION W HICH ME HAD PUT 
TO THE NORTH VIETNAM CONSUL GENERAL A? NEW DELHI W AS: HOW _ 

sgojT~aftcr"the bohbTnq - stops "can talks b e expect ed. TO BEGIN ? 
WOULD’1”t~EE I if LESS THAN THREE TO FOUR WEEKS? HAS VAN BO ! S ANSWER 
WAS THAT THE WORDS QUOTE AS SOON AS UNQUOTE MEANT QUOTE AN 
APPROPRIATE TIME UNQUOTE C UN TEMPS CON VENABLES NZ EXPLAINED THAT 
THIS MEANT A PERIOD WITHIN WHICH NORTH VIETNAM WOULD HAVE PROOF 
THAT THE CESSATION OF BOMBING WAS. QUOTE EFFECTIVE UNQUOTE AND THE 
UNITED STATES WOULD HAVE DEMONSTRATED THE QUOTE REALITY UNQUOTE 
CF THIS CESSATION. U THANT SAID THAT 17 SEEMED CLEAR THAT MAI 
VAN BO HAD NO PRECISE IDEA CF THE 7i Kefi i'rvOLVED'~iN TERHS^OF"DAYS 




OR WEEKS; BUT HIS OWN QUESS W AS THAT iT WAS LESS TUAN T WO WEEKS. 

1 atari ■ - ■■ <!_ ' *• rrl **" ***** ■» ni r " '■ 
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U u-fANj SAID THAT ONE CF THE HOST IUPC ATAwT QUESTIONS WNI.CN 
iS-iiiEL PUT A7 _^ EU JDELH! WAS WHETHER i? WAS POSSIBLE THAT AFTER 

t;z heetihs between representa? I VE5 gf ha hoi and TlFwmSTiSiTcS 


GOVERNMENT, THE GENEVA CONFERENCE COULD EE COiiVEfSD* HA I VAN BO’S 
ANSWER WAS THAT THIS WOULD BE A HATTER TO BE DISCUSSED AT THE HEE7— 
INS CP NORTH VIETNAMESES AND AMERICAN - 'REPRESENTATIVES. ALL QUESTIONS 

. —Lg. „ . .. ..... .. . .. 

COULD BE RAISED AT IT, BOTH SIDES WOULD BE FREE TO PROPOSE ANY 

■* 1 -- rtt~r 'T’*"* 

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION. 






U THANT SAID THAT A THIRD QUESTION WHICH HE HAD PUT AT j\vy 

9^SSsSSSmaaa I -- 

DELHI WAS W HETHER THE LEVEL CP HOSTILITIES CPRSSUHASLY HE HE A NT 
I H THE SOUTH3. WOULD BE REDUCED C-NCZ h KEEE HG TANZS^ PLACE, 

M AI VAN BO HAD HOT ANSWERED THIS-,QUEST!ON DIRECTLY, iiZ SAID 
THAT WHEN AND IF Di^U^jjeNS S^UJ^THE, WH OL E ViSTNAH P ROBLEM CAN 
BE DISCUSSED AND ANY POINTS RAISED BY EITHER SiDE CAN BE TAKEN UP, 


n-rfiTiHi .'mv 


U COMMENTED THAT THERE WAS■ THUS HO PRIOR COMM ITMENT , 

HANOI’S POSITION WAS IN FACT THAT THIS QUESTION WAS A MATTER FOR 
THE NATIONAL LIBERAL FRONT AND NOT FOR HANOI, 
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U _ ^MT HAD ASKED MAI VAN’BO WHETHER PRESIDENT JOHNSON’S 


AN ANTONIO FORMULA WAS ACCEPTABLE TO HIS GOVERNMENT, THE.ANSWER 


i‘ WAS THAT i7 WAS NOT, SINCE THE OFFER TO STOP BOHBJNQ WAS 

1 « *S ei — --- v^» r-* —-—— - - ■■ -- \ 
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SUMMING UP HIS CONVERSATION WITH HA I VAH BO s U THANT SAID 

THAT THE FORMER HAD BEEN VERY EMPHATIC THAT A ME ETING WILL TAK E^ 
fIaCE~~aTs 00N_AS 1T§~J^FECTng CESSATION.,CF BOMB INLAND, OF J3T KER 
ACTS CF WAR AGAINST NORTH VIETNAM CE.G. NAVAL BOMBARDMENT} HAS 
DEEM PRO'/ED TO BE A REALITY* U THANT ADDED THAT HE REHA i MED 


asrxrrt: z=> * 


CONVINCED THAT TO ACCEPT A MEETING ON THESE TERMS WAS THE ONLY WAY 
TO MAKE PROGRESS TOWARDS A SOLUTION 

oG * «'• / "I - S/i a-D 


• “ 3 “ 

7, 3 SAID THAT l .KNEW THE SECRETARY CF STATE WOULD GE GRATEFUL 

TO HI3 FOR Q2V3NG HE THIS ACCOUNT C? HiS TALK WITH IIY1 VAN BQ» 

WE AGREED THAT HE WOULD NOT, REPEAT NOT s 

announce that he had seen he. 


XEROX FROM QUICK COPY 


COPY LB*3 umjkr 











